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147 
In	the	meantime,	to	be	sure,	the	tropes	of	religion	–	transcendence	and	
sacrifice	above	all	–	will	enter	Vertov’s	discourse	as	they	did	Kalinin’s,	and	indeed	
that	of	early	Soviet	culture	as	a	whole,	partially	as	a	reaction	to	that	hurling-together	
of	disaster	with	revolutionary	triumph	that	characterized	the	period.239	I	conclude	
with	this	cryptic	verse	dated	1	October	1921,	written	by	Vertov	in	the	midst	of	the	
devastating	famine	that	had	begun	in	the	spring	of	that	year,	would	ultimately	take	
five	million	lives,	and	on	which	Vertov	would	report	in	his	first	Kino-Pravda	about	
nine	months	later:	
To	whistle.	
A	death-khronika.	
Wan	
With	leaves.	
A	two-step	of	events.	
Funerals	of	centuries,	
Primers	with	yats,	240	
Tsarist	civil	servants	with	whips,	
Archbishops	with	crosses,		
Alleluia	in	an	eight-voiced	canon	
And	through	
Intestinal	worms	of	German	measles	
.	.	.	.		
and	through	
the	dim	honeycombs	of	sadness	
Christ	the	mechanic	gazes	
Intently,	
With	an	electric	eyelid.	
“Enter!”241	
	
																																																								
239	On	sacred	language	in	the	early	Soviet	period,	see	Mark	D.	Steinberg,	Proletarian	
Imagination:	Self,	Modernity,	and	the	Sacred	in	Russia,	1910-1925	(Ithaca:	Cornell	
University	Press,	2002),	esp.	224-281.	
	
240	Here,	“primers”	refers	to	school	textbooks	(e.g.,	primers	in	poetry,	social	science,	
etc.);	“yat’”	refers	to	a	Russian	letter	that	was	replaced	by	“e”	in	the	first	Soviet	
spelling	reform	of	1918.	
	
241	RGALI	f.	2091,	op.	2,	d.	228,	ll.	23ob-24.	
